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Lark Ellen, the Songbird

of Southern California
By JOHN B. WALLACE

jjji Ejl
A gracious, queenly woman can be classed as such,

IFMadame Ellen Beach Yaw, or "Lark Ellen," as she

has been affectionately nicknamed by her thousands
of admirers, is an institution in Southern California.
No commemorative celebration, no charity fete is

judged completely without an outpouring of liquid

notes from that wonderful throat. And seldom does

this gifted artist fail to respond. The people of

Southern California have adopted her for their own

and she has returned their love and admiration in

kind.
Madame Yaw has the highest range of any voice

known to the musical world. With no seeming effort

she reaches two full tones above double high U bne

can follow a flute through the upper register and it is

impossible to distinguish the tone of the in-Le- nt

from that of her voice. Yet there is nothing

bizarre or freakish about her notes In the middle

register her tones are as rich and full as a mezzo

soprano. iti Ki-rl- c fVmp1vp;.

Madame Marchesi, of Paris. For
ten years she studied and sang lead-

ing roles in the principal theaters
of the continent. In Italy, espe-

cially, she created a furore. She
sang there under a stage name,
Yaw being too much of a mouth-

ful for the Italians.
When at last the singer returned

to her native shores and made her
debut at the Metropolitan in the
title role of Lucia di Lammermoor,
she received an ovation, getting
nine curtain calls. It was on this
occasion that she gained the dis-

tinction of having the highest range
of any singer in the world, her
beautifully clear notes soaring to
heights that electrified the audience
of blase New Yorkers.

In 1907 the singer became the
bride of Vere Goldthwaite, a nov-

elist of Boston. Under his man-

agement she made several highly
successful concert tours throug-
hout the middle-wester- n and
southern states. But her singularly
happy married life was of but short
duration. Mr. Goldthwaite died

and shortly after Madame Yaw re-

ceived notice of the death of her
friend and patron, Lady Meux.

From Lady Meux the singer in-

herited a considerable fortune and
she decided to leave the stage and
bury her sorrow among the orange
groves of California. She invested

her inheritance in citrous land near
Covina, a little city in the heart of

the orange and lemon growing dis-

tricts of Southern California.
But although Madame Yaw had

bidden farewell to the stage she

valued the precious gift in her

throat too highly to allow it to

atrophy through disuse. She kept
i ..oi ovprricps mst as reir- -

She can out-tn- u anu oui-iu6- c yr?,"". "

and it is from her remarkable imitation of the lark that
she has earned the nickname of "Lark Ellen. The

possibilities of her voice were never shown to better
advantage than in her song "The Skylark, which is

of her own composition.
Madame Yaw is a native of New York state. Sing-

ing with her it is withseemed to be as instinctive as

the birds. At the age of four years she made her

first public appearance in the village where she was

bom. At the age of six she sang in her first concert.

Those were the days of singing schools when the

sinking master, long haired and armed with a tuning

fork visited each community and organized choruses

among the young people.

It is to one of these obscure singing teachers to

whom belongs the credit for first discovering the talent

of the little village maid. .

The resources of her family were limited and it
send the girl while shetrWd them to the utmost to

York. She was for-

tunate
in early teens, to New

in procuring for a teacher Madame Hervor
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